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   Green has returned once again.
The ancient cycle of the seasons
continues to roll and we roll with it.
Our own lives follow a pattern of
seasons as well as we move from
fresh and green toward maturity. As
one with some snow on the roof, I
have had time to reflect on what it
means to grow up as a person and
as a Christian.

    Most of us have experienced
some tribulation in the process of
growing up. Few  are immune from
the hurts and joys of family life, the
tussle of school, or the sharpening
of the work place. Many times we
have had to re-make ourselves to
better fit the demands of life and
relationships. Sometimes, we find
that we still wear the clothes put on
years ago in a different climate.

  Those patterns of life and
attitudes, those values and opinions
shaped by the trials of early life do
not go away, but stay a part of us.
We discover that these old habits of
life are at cross-purpouse with our
current life, or even dangerous to
our future growth. 

    We are each a complex system
of memories, habits and hopes.
What we think of as a self is not a
static imprint, but rather a
malleable collection of what we
have chosen to save from our
experiences. But just as our former
choices shape our current self, so
our actions and efforts now can
bend the future.

   It is good in spring to be open to
the bending of the wind as it
sweeps across the plains. It is good
in spring to lift our faces to the sun
and and drink in its warmth. Nothing
is static or hopeless. Even our
identity and personality are
constantly changing.

   With the indwelling of Christ and
the guidance of the Holy Spirit we
are able to transform even the most
dysfunctional patterns of life and
bend them to the service of love
and mercy. Green has returned
once again, and with it new life and
hope.

Let us go out rejoicing!             
Fr. Dwight



A special thanks to the family of Maurice Ealum. 

Long time parishioner Maurice Ealum passed away April 8th of this year at
the age of 92.  Services were held at St. John’s on May 13th.

The family had requested a slide show, consisting of pictures of Mr. Ealum’s
life and family members, to be made available during the reception using
the large screen located in the Parish Hall.  Unfortunately, this was not
possible due to the screen damage which had left the large screen
television inoperable.

Mr. Ealum’s family graciously made a monetary donation which allowed for
the replacement and installation of the damaged television. The slide show
was made available for the friends and family in attendance at the
reception and provided many smiles and fond memories of the remarkable
life of James Maurice Ealum.

 To read of Mr. Ealum’s remarkable life, go to
https://www.oklahoman.com/obituaries/pokl0465510
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A Special  Thank You



"All Means Y'all!"
"On May 7,  St .  John 's  par ish ioners jo ined the f ledgl ings and youth group and
marched in the Norman Pr ide Parade. Our k iddos wore t-shi r ts  they t ie-dyed
themselves and carr ied a banner that says "Al l  Means Y 'al l ! " ,  carry ing the
message of inclus iv i ty  and God's  love into the Norman community .  Youth
minister  Matt  Wi lson and Chr ist ian Educat ion minister  Cather ine Wi lson led
the chi ldren and par ish ioners twice along the parade route.  The chi ldren had
a lot  of  fun lett ing folks  know that in the Episcopal  Church,  a l l  are welcome!" 
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Vacation Bible School Coming in July 
We are so excited to offer  a fu l l
day VBS at St .John's  for  k ids in K-
5th grade this  summer!  Our week 's
theme "To Love and Serve,"  comes
from the dismissal  at  the end of
the serv ice -  "Go in peace to love
and serve the Lord."  Dur ing the
week we wi l l  explore what that
looks l ike in our  dai ly  l ives through
crafts ,  games,  and song. We wi l l
meet for  VBS each day at 9am,
with euchar ist  at  1 1 :45 and lunch
at 12.  From 1-5 we wi l l  have large
group games,  act iv i t ies ,  and tr ips
to the pool .  

Dates:  July 17-July 21
Time: 9am -  5pm 

Cost: $50 (full day 9am-5pm) for the first
child, additional siblings are $25. Scholarships
are available through the church.Payment can
be made with cash or check on the first day,
or through the St. John's website,
https://onrealm.org/StJohnsEpiscopa87669/-
/form/give/now, and select "Youth" from the
drop down menu.
Questions? 

Please call St. John's at (405) 321-3020 or
email Catherine Wilson at
cwilson@episcopalnorman.org 
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Spring cleanup day outs ide St.  John’s  on May 16 ,  2020. I t  was the
f i rst  t ime many of us had seen each other s ince the pandemic

shutdown started two months ear l ier .

A Look Back in Time



Resource Development Committee Chair  John Ritz  said two new
televis ions and audio equipment are expected to be instal led in the
par ish hal l  in  August .  

A TV that had been in the par ish hal l  no longer worked,  so the fami ly  of
Maur ice Ealum bought a TV to use there for  h is  funeral  on May 13 and
then generously  donated i t  to the par ish.  When new TVs and audio
equipment are instal led in the par ish hal l ,  the newly donated TV can be
used for  youth and other programs.

Progress on interim priest search highlights short  vestry meeting

The biggest news to come out of  the St.  John’s  Vestry ’s  shortest  meet ing in
recent memory is  that substant ia l  progress has been made toward hi r ing an
inter im pr iest .

The regular  meet ing on May 15 lasted only  about 1  hour ,  15 minutes,  which
included an execut ive sess ion dur ing which vestry  members discussed the
latest  developments in the inter im pr iest  search.  Wisely  deciding that i t  was
important to give par ish ioners an update on the search,  the vestry  re leased
the fol lowing statement later  in  the same week:

"The St.  John 's  Vestry  wants to let  you and al l  par ish ioners know where we
are in the search of an inter im rector .  We recent ly  conducted interv iews
with wel l-qual i f ied candidates for  the posit ion and are current ly  in  the
process of  i roning out the detai ls .  We wi l l  keep you informed of our
progress and hope to have more information to present with in the next
couple of weeks.  We thank you for  your pat ience and ask for  your prayers
as we cont inue th is  important process for  our  church."

A new update on hi r ing an inter im pr iest  is  expected soon in June.  In  the
meant ime,  supply pr iests  have and wi l l  cont inue to lead our Sunday
Euchar ist  serv ices.  

Among other topics discussed at the May meeting:

Vestry Committee Notes and Highlights 
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In  music news,  Worship Committee Chair  Chuck Palm said much-needed
pedal  work on the organ was completed in May.  Music f rom a wel l-
funct ioning organ is  now even more front and center  despite i ts  rear
posit ion,  because the choir  is  on summer break fol lowing the Pentecost
serv ice on May 28th.

Jona Kay Steed said the Communicat ion Committee have decided to
cont inue pr int ing copies of  the Evangel  in  addit ion to sending electronic
edit ions v ia emai l .  “That ’s  a lot  of  paper and a lot  of  postage,”  she said.
“But we feel  l ike i t ’ s  important to go ahead and provide the Evangel  to
people who don’t  have emai l . ”

The new i ron gates that protect the courtyard on the church’s  west s ide
have made an immediate impact on keeping the property c lean and safe,
whi le also adding ornate beauty to the br ick and architecture.

Junior  Warden Pat Welch shared news about a leak in a f lat  roof over the
choir  room, and the steps i t  took to repair  the roof and dry the room. 

Vestry Committee Notes and Highlights
(continued)
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HOW CAN WE LISTEN TO THE HOLY SPIRIT?
 

Kevin O’Br ien,  SJ ,  THE IGNATIAN ADVENTURE:
Exper iencing the Spir i tual  Exercises of  Saint
Ignat ius in Dai ly  L i fe.  Chicago: Loyola Press ,
2011 .  Avai lable in paperback & e-book
formats ,  $12-15.

 In  th is  t ransi t ional  t ime for  our  planet and church,  do you hear Chr ist ’s
cal l  to heal  and nurture ourselves and one another spi r i tual ly? To
deepen our prayer pract ices for  guidance needed in our  dai ly  l ives? To
l isten to the Holy Spir i t  for  discernment of  our  own and one another ’s
gifts  for  lay minist ry  to church and community? I f  you do hear that
div ine cal l  now, Kevin O’Br ien’s  The Ignat ian Adventure is  for  you.
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 Th is  basic text  grounds several  exper iences that the Episcopal  Diocese of
Oklahoma’s Iona School  of  Spir i tual  Di rect ion offers  to guide and support  our
spir i tual  growth in response to any such chal lenging cal l .  These exper iences
include ( 1 )  spi r i tual  di rect ion for  indiv iduals  and (2)  an eight-months course of
Ignat ian Exercises cal led “The Retreat in Dai ly  L i fe ,”  which Deacon Ann Murray
mentored at St .  Mike’s  th is  year.  With or  without those exper iences,  th is  handbook
can guide worshipers who are searching for  a spi r i tual  pract ice to supplement
par ish Lect io Div ina or  EfM and guide lay minist ry  efforts  to honor the Bapt ismal
Covenant.  Or i t  can nour ish par ish ioners in  the L ight of  Chr ist  who are al ready
praying the BCP’s  Dai ly  Off ice,  doing Curs i l lo ,  pract ic ing Center ing Prayer ,
work ing Twelve Steps,  reading or  wr i t ing spi r i tual  poetry ,  or  pract ic ing another
form of contemplat ion in any lov ing tradit ion of spi r i tual  culture,  music ,  art ,  or
handcraft ,  and want ing to shape their  own lay minist ry  more purposeful ly .

The Ignat ian Adventure begins with a br ief  biography of In igo Lopez de Loyola y
Onaz ( 1491-1556) ,  a noble-born Basque whom today we cal l  Saint  Ignat ius.  He left
h is  vainglor ious knight ly  l i fe fo l lowing a painful ,  debi l i tat ing batt le wound to
become a pi lgr im and eventual ly  to establ ish the Jesuit  order.  Kevin O’Br ien’s  own
paral le l  se lf-examining autobiography beckons disciples to contemplate our own
spir i tual  biographies ’  formation now. 

  O’Br ien cal ls  h is  book “a school  of  prayer.”  I t  includes a col lect ion of prayer
class ics by Thomas Merton,  Mary Ol iver ,  John Cardinal  Henry Newman, P ierre
Tei lhard de Chardin,  Kar l  Rahner ,  Oscar Romero,  Pope Francis ,  E l izabeth A.
Johnson,  Rabindranath Tagore,  and var ious saints  and Jesuits ,  including Ignat ius
himself .  The most important Ignat ian prayer pract ice is ,  however ,  one we make
alone dai ly  to become self-aware,  us ing St.  Ignat ius ’s  prayer-format cal led “The
Examen.”  In  th is  spi r i tual  “adventure,”  we cult ivate our own Chr ist ian graces,  just
one or  two at a t ime,  praying the Examen from Ordinary T ime through Advent ,
Chr istmas,  Epiphany,  Lent ,  and Easter .  This  handbook’s  day-by-day,  week-by-week
core teaches also diverse ways of engaging Bibl ical  text  imaginat ively  to
understand and transform our own l ives—combining deep-l istening,  reading,
contemplat ion,  and journal ing perhaps also with seeking and fol lowing spir i tual
di rect ion.  Such devot ion requires sustained eagerness to interpret any neighbor ’s
statement in a good L ight rather than condemn i t ,  or  i f  that feels  impossible,  to
ask how the neighbor means i t :  Resolve confus ion and prevent mis interpretat ion
up front!  Taking The Ignat ian Adventure as our  guide now may cal l  us forward into
par ish or  community  lay minist ry ,  perhaps even (sooner or  later ,  maybe never?)
into Iona School ’s  t rain ing to become a par ish spi r i tual  di rector .

—Reviewed by Susan Laird
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Sunday,  (May 21st)  marked the return of “The Cart”  and the resuming of after
serv ice cookies and punch for  St .  John par ish ioners.   (And in th is  case,  f resh
fru i t  was a welcome addit ion) .This  custom was a “pre-covid” r i tual  of  St .
John’s  and served as a focal  point  for  f r iends,  fami ly  and fel low par ish ioners
to gather and share t ime together after  serv ices.  This  Sunday was helped by
beaut ifu l  weather and many improvements made to the beaut ifu l  courtyard!  
(Thank You Pat!) .  

And a special St. John's Thank You to Jim and
Izzy Beard who expertly repaired a “blowout” on
one of the cart’s two wheels. They both also
cleaned the cart from “top to bottom” and made
it “courtyard ready.”It will be a regular occurrence
as long as the good weather and great cookies
hold out.

If you see Jim and Izzy, tell them "thanks."

The Cart is Back!
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President of the House of Deputies--and St.
John's parishioner--Julia Ayala Harris visited
St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Ada on
Sunday, May 21. President Ayala Harris
preached the sermon and stayed after the
service for a question-and-answer session.
The parish of St. Luke's treated the President
to a wonderful potluck and loving hospitality.  

To follow Julia's adventures in the Episcopal
church, sign up for her newsletter.

https://houseofdeputies.org/newsletter-
signup   
 

 President Julia Harris preaches from the St. Luke's pulpit)

l-r: The Rev. Bobby Saunkeah, The Rev. Tammy Wooliver, President Julia Ayala Harris, The Rev. Robert Willis)

Julia Harris

https://houseofdeputies.org/newsletter-signup
https://houseofdeputies.org/newsletter-signup
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"Knit"  Night
Our "Knit" Night gatherings in June will be June 1 and June 15, the 1st and
3rd Thursdays, as usual.  We'll probably meet in the Library at St. John's, due
to Cimarron Opera rehearsals planned during the month. All are welcome,
with any type of portable craft or needlework. Come join us to work on
your project as we visit and support each other's creative interests. We
meet from 6:30-8:30 pm. Drop by for all or part of the time, and gift
yourself with time for your hobby, get inspired, and help (or get help) with a
crafting challenge.

Music - Melody Palm
St. John's choir has a few weeks "off"  during the summer months. Thank you
to members of the choir for their dedication in leading hymns and sung
liturgy for the 10:30 services, as well as services for significant feasts and
observances throughout the year. 

Maintenance work on the organ pedals, which the Vestry approved in
January, has been completed. Worn material within the pedal mechanism
was replaced, the movement was regulated for more consistent and
reliable action, and, as a bonus, loose floor tiles around the organ were
reglued. This all results in quieter movement of the pedals (no more
"clacking"), and more consistent sound. 

It was great to have enthusiastic singing from our younger members on May
21st, as the Sunday School presented special music at the Peace, and for
the Offertory. 
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There is an opportunity here at St. John’s to remember, honor or give
thanksgiving for a love one(s). After a check on condition and a count of
how many were needed, the Vestry approved the purchase of fifty (50)
books of Common Prayer.  (Pew edition) Some will replace badly worn
books while others will be placed in pews where there are insufficient
numbers of books. If you would like to “sponsor” one of these BCPs, a
label will be placed on the inside cover with the name(s) of whoever you
are honoring and your name(s).   Please call or stop by the church office if
you would like to do this, the cost of sponsorship is $22.50.

Book Of Common Prayer 

Our parking lot will be available again for the OU football 2023 season
parking, and volunteers are needed! Please scan the QR code below for
access to the Google reservation form. If there are any Specific  dates you
would be available to come out and help please leave a short description
in the comments portion of the reservation form.  For more  Information
contact Robert Finley. Registration to Reserve parking for the upcoming
season will be Available soon. 

 2023 Football  Parking
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The June Memorial Service will be held on June 7th, at 1:10 PM.   
(Normal time is 12:10PM). Fr. Dwight will be officiating.  This is
a monthly service which lasts approximately 30 minutes and is
a time to pay tribute to and remember all those who have
died in that month, no matter the year, and all those who have
died in the current year.  Each name is spoken aloud.  The
service is a reverent one with Holy Communion that honors
those we loved but see no longer. 

Memorial Service 
C h a p e l  o f  t h e  R e s u r r e c t i o n



Prayer Requests
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Many of you have recently taken advantage of the ease of making
pledge payments online. If you are interested in doing so as well, go to
episcopalnorman.org and click on the DONATE button in the upper left
corner. There is a simple form to complete; be sure to also complete the
memo with what the donation is for. You can use this to pay for altar
flowers, make memorial donations, etc. We use a secure program
facilitated by our bank. Questions? Contact the office at 321-3020. 

Online Giving

Prayer requests may be submitted to the church by calling the office,
sending an email to staff@episcopalnorman.org, or online at
www.episcopalnorman.org/prayer-request. Requests will be added to
the Prayers of the People, unless you would like your request kept
private.

St.  John’s at  a  Glance
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Evangel Submissions
Please feel free to submit articles for new and upcoming
Evangels. If you would like to submit something to be included in
the future, please send a copy of your article to
evangel@episcopalnorman.org or submit by scanning the QR
code and filling out the Submission Form.

EVANGEL
St. John's Episcopal Church | Norman, OK

ADDRESS:                 235  W. Duffy,  
                                 Norman, OK 73069
MAILING ADDRESS:  P.O.  Box 2088 
                                 Norman, OK 73070
PHONE:  405-321-3020
WEBSITE:  www.episcopalnorman.org 
EMAIL:  staff@episcopalnorman.org

OFFICE HOURS
Mon  10am-2pm
Tues,  Wed,  Thurs 10am-4pm

Sunday Mornings :  L ive st ream is  here!  The
videos are avai lable on the St.  John’s  website,           
http://episcopalnorman.org/l ivestream.aspx.  

Online Church Service Options

Office closed Monday,  June 19th in
celebration of  Juneteenth 


